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CICE hosts phone
bank, makes
contacting
representatives
more accessible
By Keely Coxwell
Phone Bank: Senior Emily Martis makes calls

By Val Bauer
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For the last four weeks, the Civic Engagement
side of the Center for Intercultural and Civic
Engagement (CICE) has been putting on phone
banks to encourage and facilitate student
interaction with their representatives.
“Phone banks are important because they get
people directly in contact with the office of their
representatives,” Voter Engagement Specialist and
first-year Micaela Seaver said. “While emails and
letters are viable options for getting your voice
heard, very few get personal responses. With
calling, it interrupts the flow of the office, and
people are forced to listen to what you have to
say.”
“I believe that civic engagement and political
activism must extend beyond the ballot box and
be a year-round practice,” Matthew Bell, first year,
said. “Calling your elected officials ensures that
your voice is heard by those whose job it is to
represent you.” Bell will be the Voter Engagement
Specialist next year.
CICE aims to increase student involvement with
their representatives by providing a space for calls
and assistance in the process.
“Some people can see calling as intimidating
because they think they will have to defend their
position and argue with the person on the phone,”
Skylar Bihl, Assistant Director for Spiritual Life
and Civic Engagement, said. “In reality you will
just tell an intern how you would want your
representative to vote. The interns keep tallies
of how many people called and why, then pass it
on to the representative … they are just keeping
track of who cares about what things.”
For example, “Senators Collins and Murkowski
cited the mass amount of phone calls bombarding
their offices as having been a significant factor in
their decision to oppose the nomination of Betsy
DeVos,” Bell said. “Phone calls work.”
When you go to one of the phone banks there
are lists of representatives and their numbers, a
script that you can follow and a list of proposed
national laws that was compiled by Seaver.
“We have eight or so proposed laws for bills
that are going through, either they are still in
committee or they’ve finally reached the house
or the senate with a short blurb of what the [bill
is], who’s sponsoring it,” Bihl said. “Just so that if
people do come in and they want to make calls
but they don’t necessarily what to call about we’ve
got some prompts.”

(continued on page 2...)
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University of Puget Sound students
who live in privately-owned offcampus housing often struggle with
their landlords and housing conditions.
Some sources who shared their
experiences with this issue have chosen
to be anonymous, which The Trail has
allowed in order to protect the students
who spoke to us.
For the first two years as a student at
University of Puget Sound, on-campus
housing is required. For the remainder
of their time at the University, students
can choose to live off campus. For most
students, this is their first experience
renting a living space.
As a result, “many students don’t know
their renters’ rights, and many landlords
know this … and take advantage of us,”
junior Hannah Houser said. A senior,
who chose to remain anonymous, echoed
this sentiment, describing the nature
of their previous landlord’s actions as
“exploitative.”
“Our landlord didn’t take us seriously,”
they said, comparing the leasing of
houses to “pet projects for families with
an extra house.”
Some houses rented to students are
in utter disrepair. “Our house is really
gross, there’s mold in all the walls, cracks
and missing paint and dents everywhere,
and [our landlord] totally overcharges
us” said another student, who also chose
to remain anonymous.
“Our back screen door is falling off, the
ceiling leaks, the bathroom wallpaper is
peeling, and there is an industrial fan in
the basement to deal with flooding in
winter,” Houser said.
Some houses violate safety codes.
“There’s a guy renting out at least one
house as a six bedroom when the ‘sixth’
bedroom is a tiny basement storage area
with no windows,” said alum Elizabeth
King. “So it’s astoundingly dangerous
and illegal, and if you try to call him on
it he says basically ‘Well, you knew it
was like that when you moved in.’”
Landlords are not always responsive to
the issues students report. Arda Bulak,
who graduated in 2016, said, “I … had
an experience with my landlord off
campus who would not respond for over

a week to calls about a flooded basement
because he was on a yacht in Argentina.”
“When I was at UPS I had a landlord
that refused to fix the drain in our
kitchen, effectively leaving us without
a working kitchen for a week. He then
tried to blame us for the problem,” said
’15 alum Ari Solomon. “Turns out, he
didn’t actually do any house maintenance
in between tenants and the entire pipe
was rusted completely through due to
his neglect.”
Another anonymous student reported
that they had asked their landlord to
“to fix some holes in the sideboards and
edging of the house and to repair some
of the broken stuff like a second washing
machine,” none of which was done when
they moved in, “which was dangerous
because we had cats. The second washing
machine is still broken and he says he’ll
never be able to fix it, but it’s living in
our house.”
“Now our only washing machine is
broken and has still not been fixed and
it’s been a month,” they said. “I went to
a laundromat and spent a lot of money
to clean my clothes, and it looks like I
may have to do that again. He told us 3
weeks ago that he’d fix it and hasn’t, and
hasn’t offered to pay a repairman to fix
it either.”
An anonymous student with a broken
dishwasher has “had [the landlord’s]
fixer guy over several times to ‘fix’ our
dishwasher, and all it does is spray water
at the dishes and then dry the food on
them to a crust.” In addition, “our stove
caught fire earlier this year because the
coils were so worn through, and he made
us replace them,” they said.
Some instances of landlord neglect
are dangerous. “Someone broke into
our house two months after moving
in because the bottom lock wasn’t
functioning,” Houser said. “We had to
beg her to change the locks.” After the
incident they “wanted their rooms to
have locks.” The landlord replied that
they “don’t do that,” Houser said.
A student who chose to remain
anonymous cited their main issue
with their landlord as “his total lack of
concern for our house security. He has

been promising for months now that he
has new locks on the way because two of
our housemates with severe drug abuse
problems mysteriously just disappeared
one day and took their keys to the
house,” they said.
“Our landlord … promised us two
months ago that we would have new
locks within a week. They are still not
here,” they said. “Furthermore he has
100% stopped responding to any of
our emails concerning anything house
related. He has also been verbally
abusive to some other girls I lived with
in the past and overall treats us with less
than no respect.”
A recurring theme in negative
student experiences with landlords is
that students don’t know their rights
as renters. On the Collins Memorial
Library website, Social Sciences Liaison
Librarian Benjamin Tucker compiled a
Financial Literacy Guide for students,
which includes helpful information
about renting living spaces.
The guide contains four “residential
rental resources”: City of Tacoma
Landlord-Tenant Program, State of
Washington Residential LandlordTenant Act, City of Tacoma Code
Compliance, and Tenants Union of
Washington State. These resources
elucidate renters’ rights in the city of
Tacoma, which previous knowledge of
can help to minimize landlord-tenant
conflicts. `
There is also a link to a page on Puget
Sound’s website, “Living Off Campus.”
This page includes information about
what to look for when renting a space
for the first time, as well as rights and
responsibilities for tenants and landlords.
Regarding the importance of the
availability of these resources, Tucker
said, “rental issues can get complicated
and stressful if you’re not well-informed
… As a tenant, having an understanding
of your rights and responsibilities under
the law and the specifics of your rental
agreement can be the difference between
a repaired furnace or an eviction.”

Thanks for a great year! This is our last issue of the academic year. See a
statement from the editors on page 2.
Have a wonderful summer and congratulations to the class of 2017!
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CICE hosts phone
bank, makes contacting
representatives more
accessible
By Keely Coxwell

Continued from page 1...
“The scripts are very general, it is all nonpartisan. I
wanted to make sure that we had something that was
pretty basic ... so that it could help anyone who came
in, regardless of the topic they were [calling] about, and
be able to insert what they valued into that script,” Bihl
said.
“I adapted the scripts from some that Tim Beyer found
for the phone bank last semester,” Bihl said. “I supported
the Psychology department when they did a phone bank
at the end of last semester that was a sort of test run.”
According to Seaver, over the last four weeks, twentytwo calls were made by eight people.
“I wouldn’t say that [the phone bank] has been super
successful at this point in time ... I think that April is
just really hard for any programing,” Bihl said. “I also
think there is a sense of, it’s easier to post things on
Facebook than pick up the phone and even though time
wise it really doesn’t take very long to make a call.”
Seaver, Bell and Bihl have talked about continuing the
phone bank next year.
“For the last few weeks we have been in the Rotunda,
for next year, I think we should change the location,
a smaller, more intimate space that doesn’t feel so
overwhelming,” Bihl said. “We could set up a system
that allows us to respond rapidly to things that are going
on and provide that venue for students to get involved
if something happens and be able to plug right in
immediately.”
Bihl also mentioned establishing a voter committee. “I
think putting that into place we will be able to advertise
more in the Politics and Government department and in
classroom settings that I think will drum up support,”
she said.
“Next year we want to work on creating a space for
actual civil discourse with people who differ,” Bihl
said. “I don’t think, on this campus, we do a good job
of creating spaces for people to honestly say what they
believe and have it be engaged respectively back in a way
that allows for dialogue I think there is a time and space
for that and I don’t think we do that every well. I also
think there is a time and place for folks to be able and
upset and express that.”
“I think we are so afraid of being wrong on this campus
and I think that is really problematic,” Bihl said. “You
don’t learn if you are so afraid of being wrong that you
never try.”
“I also think there is something to be said on a
predominantly white campus where students do need
to take that learning upon themselves,” Bihl said. “In
addition to that I think that learning has to be something
that one challenges one self to do through reading or
just googling it to find resources.”
“I want to help others be able to make their voices
heard in our electoral system. I find it discomforting
that younger voters tend to have a very low voter turnout
rate nationwide. I want to be one of the forces working
to raise the voter turnout rate, especially among
young voters,” Bell said. “I believe that our democracy
functions best when we have as many members of our
society as we can engaging in electoral processes.”
The last phone banks this year will be on the next
two Mondays in the Rotunda from 12:00 to 2:00 in the
afternoon.

NEWS

FAFSA hacking puts student
information at risk
By Matthew Gulick

In March, unknown criminals compromised an Internal
Revenue Service and Department of Education tool, giving
them access to the personal information of almost 100,000
taxpayers.
The data-retrieval tool is used to help students fill out
their Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA),
expediting the process by connecting IRS and DOE forms.
By accessing it, the criminals acquired information that they
used to fill out roughly 8,000 fraudulent tax return forms,
receiving $30 million of refunds from the federal government.
Maggie Mittuch, Associate Vice President for Student
Financial Services, described how these people made money
from the process. Mittuch told The Trail that they used
individuals’ protected information to file a form as that
person, receiving their return.
In response to the hack the Department of Education and
Internal Revenue Service suspended the tool, saying that it
will be available again in October. According to the agencies
this does not entirely prevent access to federal student
aid. Instead people must “manually provide the requested
financial information from copies of their tax returns,” IRS
commissioner John Koskinen said in testimony to the Senate
Finance Committee.
“We started working with education in October, telling
them that we were very concerned that that system could
be utilized by criminals, but on the other hand we recognize
that 12-15 million applicants also use the convenience app
… so Education and we [sic] worked together to develop a
solution,” he said. Implementation of their solution seems a
long term goal, however.
Koskinen claimed removing the tool was the only way to
ensure protection of secure information.
“There was no way we could satisfy ourselves that opening
that avenue again would be free from risk … and our highest
priority is to make sure we protect taxpayers and their identity
as well as against fraudulent refunds,” Koskinen said.
“The thing that is the saddest to me is that we have these
tools we use to figure out how to utilize scarce resources over
the wide U.S. population” VP Mittuch said. “It is a question of
how our government agencies are ensuring those systems are
as healthy and secure as they would be in the private sector.”

Which agency the blame rests with remains unclear or unsaid.
Emma Casey, junior, was concerned with the University’s
lack of communication on this issue.
“It’s interesting that we didn’t hear anything about this
from the school considering how it affects students. I don’t
remember seeing any campus-wide email or announcement
about the hacking,” Casey said.
According to Mittuch, students enrolling in Puget Sound
for the first time in fall 2017 remain largely unaffected by the
hack. As many students make applications for the University
earlier in the year, they filed their forms before the agencies
took down the tool.
In response to Casey’s concern, Mittuch responded in
an email, “Actually the shutdown of the IRS data retrieval
tool has NOT had a significant impact on student at Puget
Sound because most of our students, and certainly our first
year students, had already completed their FAFSA’s (early
FAFSA and Prior Prior Year allowed families to start FAFSA
on October 1, instead of the historical January 1). There is
some impact for those selected for verification of FAFSA
data by the federal processor because those students must
now provide a copy of their 2015 tax return with their other
documents to us rather than allowing us to download their
tax transcript.”
She added, “There are some families still in the process of
application, mainly at state and community colleges.”
The VP claims that these students are most inconvenienced
by the security breach as they fill out the DOE form using
previous IRS tax info.
“Removing the tool feels like it would be a substantial barrier
for people who are pressed for time and financial resources,”
first-year Emma McAllister said.
“The language surrounding those forms can be very
complicated. Expecting people who are unfamiliar with tax
codes or the way they work to fill out the entire form is a lot
to ask, especially when they don’t have access to resources for
deciphering it,” junior Aaron Jurasevich said. As a business
major, Jurasevich has studied tax documents in his classes.
Many students view education as the means to a better
future, but because of the unsafe tool these people now have
another barrier to achieving that goal.

A Message from the Editors:
Dear Campus Community,
This is our last issue of the academic year, and as the Editors-in-Chief of this publication, we want to say thank you. Thank
you to the staff who put in hours far beyond the call of duty, thank you to the publisher without whom you wouldn’t be
holding this paper in your hand. Thank you to our fellow media heads, to ASUPS, to Marta Cady and the many other
administrators who helped us to succeed. But most of all, we want to say thank you to you, our readers. This year, you have
pushed us to new heights by asking questions and demanding answers. You have shared your thoughts with us, and that is the
greatest gift anyone can give a journalist—engagement. We are so grateful to have the opportunity to write stories about this
remarkable community and this incredible city. The members of this community continually fight to make it a more inclusive
place, and we are privileged to bear witness as you do. We are privileged to share your stories of triumphs and frustrations, of
achievements and battles.
It’s been a truly wonderful year.

All our bests,
Casey O’Brien and Madeline Brooks

S E C U R I T Y U P DAT E S
The following incidents occurred
on-campus and were reported to
Security Services between April11 ,
2017 and April 17, 2017:
· (1) Theft: A student reported
witnessing another student take
food from the Diner without paying.
Security staff contacted the student
who failed to pay and the incident
has been referred to Student
Conduct.
· (1) Theft of bicycle parts: A student

reported both wheels and tires
stolen from his bicycle. The bicycle
was locked near Seward Hall.
· (1) Security staff contacted two
students near Thomas Hall who
appeared to be smoking marijuana.
Referred to Student Conduct.
· (2) Alcohol Violations: Security
staff responded to two separate
reports of ill students from suspected
over-consumption.
Referred to
Student Conduct.
· (2) Malicious Mischief: Security
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discovered broken windows on
the West side of Warner Gym
and damage to the inside of the
McIntyre elevator. The incidents
are not related.
Crime Prevention
· Be mindful of personal and
university property by keeping it
secured or with you at all times. This
includes office areas and residential
spaces.
· Do not leave valuables in your

vehicle. Doing so attracts thieves.
· Secure your residence and/or room
– especially at night while sleeping
· Good quality “U-Bolt” style locks
are highly recommended.
Use
additional locks to secure high end
components (wheels, etc.) to the
bicycle when stored.
· Always immediately report
suspicious activity to Security
Services (253.879.3311 or ext. 3311)
or Tacoma Police (911).

Security Services
· Security is open and staffed 24/7
to serve the university community.
· Utilize the Security Courtesy
Escort Service if you find yourself
walking alone on campus – especially
at night. This service is also available
to some areas off-campus.
· Vehicles may not be stored on
campus over the summer. If you
can’t take your vehicle home with
you, please make arrangements for
off-campus storage.
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news editor and Investigative Manager............Ella Frazer
opinions editor..................................................... Olivia Langen
happy trail editor............................................ Natalie Scoggins
combat zone Editor......................................... Hannah Ferguson
a&e Editor ..................................................... Georgia Gustavson
sports and outdoors editor.............................. Lucas Crowley
F eatures editor...............................................Tyler Randazzo
photo services general manager.................... Emma Ferguson

The Trail is an independent, student-run organization funded by ASUPS.
The Trail seeks to produce a credible weekly newspaper that serves as a
comprehensive source of information relevant to its readership. The Trail acts
as an archival record for the university, serves as a link between University of
Puget Sound and the greater Tacoma community and provides an open forum
for student opinion and discourse.
Visit trail.pugetsound.edu for the full mission statement.
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VDesk 2.0 hits campus with new look, better features
By Val Bauer

Members of the Puget Sound community now have access to applications, printing, and a anytime,” Cucco said.
shared drive online with the latest version of vDesk: vDesk 2.0. The new vDesk environment
The new vDesk environment is not only enhanced, but costs less money. “It’s somewhat of
went live on Wednesday, April 12.
a practice within Technology Services to constantly reevaluate where we are with what it is
vDesk is “a desktop virtualization … [which] allows you to have access to applications that that we’re using, what it is we’re paying for,” Cucco said. “We want to make sure that we’re
you wouldn’t normally have access to, or services that you wouldn’t normally have access to,” not throwing money at something that doesn’t make any sense.”
Associate Vice President for Technology Services and Chief Information Officer, Jeremy
In the reevaluation of vDesk, Technology Services “recognized an ability to have about
Cucco said.
an 80 percent savings per year, which is huge,” Cucco said. Those savings are “going into
“vDesk 2.0 looks and acts like a Windows 10 desktop on any device. You can print, access enhancements in things like wifi networks and the network infrastructure overall on campus.
your shared drive, and access most of the programs you could access on the previous version We’re able to reallocate some of those funds instead of asking for more money from the
of vDesk,” Cucco wrote in an email sent to campus members. “It’s also faster and significantly Budget Task Force and increasing our budget footprint per year.”
easier to navigate.”
Major changes to printing are also in
It “also gives students the ability to have a
progress. The new vDesk environment “will
unified operating environment,” Cucco said.
allow you to print from your personal device,
“By giving students a vDesk environment
your phone, your laptop, without having to
that’s more like a Windows 10 device, it will
log in to vDesk to print,” Cucco said.
give them the ability to have that service,
Over the summer, Technology Services
which is that unified desktop environment,
will work on a system of printing in which
for anybody, for any platform.”
“you can do it from your personal computer
The previous version of vDesk was not
… [or] phone,” Cucco said. “You just hit
popular amongst the campus community.
‘print to Puget Sound,’ walk up to any
“I didn’t really care for the old vDesk
unified printer, swipe your LoggerCard at
environment,” Cucco said. “I feel as though it
the printer, and it releases your print job.”
was a good solution for the time when it was
This feature is “particularly important for
introduced, but I don’t think that it aged well
things that you might not want sitting on
and I don’t think that it met the needs of the
a printer,” Cucco said. “We’ve had people
students as well as it could have.”
print copies of their drivers’ licenses and
“I definitely heard complaints loud and
they sit on printers for hours. You don’t want
clear about the environment in general, about
that, you know, that’s really bad.” The new
how frustrating it was to have to download a
printing system helps to prevent this from
client every time you logged in,” Cucco said.
happening in that it “won’t release the print
“Opening up individual applications could
job if you
take quite a bit of time. We also have heard
don’t go to swipe.”
PHOTO COURTESY OF vdesk.pugetsound.edu
plenty of complaints about printing on campusWelcome screen for VDesk2.0 released April 12
Another scenario in which this feature is
and how challenging that is.”
helpful is in the event that people forget
“[The old vDesk environment] was so awful to use on my laptop that I just went to the they printed something. With the new printing system, “if you accidentally forget [to pick
Schiff computer lab to print,” said first year Bret Abel. “It downloads software onto your up a print job], you don’t waste your PrintGreen credits, money, paper and toner,” Cucco
computer to run, but you still have to go to the vDesk website to use it.”
said. “Because that happens a lot too, especially on library printers. They’re real popular for
One of the major features of vDesk 2.0 is that “you can access it one of two ways: you can getting accidental print jobs.”
access it via the web, or you can access it via a client. You can download the client if you want
Accidental print jobs can also be remedied by “contacting the service desk” and asking
to, but you don’t have to,” Cucco said.
them to cancel the job, “if you haven’t actually gone up to the printer and swiped your
The advantage of downloading a client is that it’s “just a tad faster,” Cucco said. “The other LoggerCard,” Cucco said. “You can also can go to print release stations … in the iCommons
thing is you do get a few enhanced options, so if you need to use a USB thumb drive, then in the library and downstairs in the Tech Center.”
a client is probably the best way to go for that.” In addition, “installation of the client need
For anyone who “would like assistance with the new vDesk environment,” Cucco said in an
be done only once, rather than each time you access vDesk,” Cucco wrote in an email to email to campus members, “contact the service desk … by calling extension 8585 or sending
campus members.
an email to servicedesk@pugetsound.edu.”
Otherwise, with the HTML access, “you can access [vDesk] from any device, anywhere,

Conduct case ensues after Fraternity member’s alleged
discriminatory remarks
By Aidan Regan

A conduct case is underway after a member of Sigma Alpha
Epsilon (SAE) allegedly targeted Puget Sound Senior Will
Lopez in an incident of racial bias on Feb. 19. The Trail
emailed the alleged perpetrator twice to inform him of this
story and check if he would like to comment, but he did
not respond.
According to Lopez, three members of SAE approached
him and his friends outside of his house in the early
morning. The conflict started as a dispute between members
of the fraternity.
“We hear that one of them is yelling ‘you’re a fucking
poser,’ this and that, at my housemate,” Lopez said. “As
they get closer we realize that he’s being serious and super
aggressive.”
Lopez stepped in when he felt that things were going to
get violent. Then Lopez said that the SAE member called
him a “nappy-haired motherfucker.”
Lopez received a written apology over Facebook from the
accused SAE member on April 5.
After the incident, Lopez and his friends reached out
to Puget Sound’s Interim Director of Student Conduct
Sarah Shives and SAE President Doug Palmer. Later that
morning, Palmer collected more information about the
incident with his judicial management. “By the time our
regularly scheduled noon executive officer meeting started,
we had drafted the individual’s summons to our Judicial
Board scheduled for the following weekend,” Palmer said.
“The Greek community has no official or formal role in the
conduct process, but depending on who is involved in an
incident, a Greek organization may choose to take action of
their own,” Shives said.
In this case, SAE chose to take action in addition to any
the University’s conduct process.
“We respond to any incident that goes against the values
defined in our initiation as well as in our creed, the True
Gentleman. In this case, both the University and SAE
responded to the incident and conducted independent
investigations and conduct processes,” Palmer said.

SAE’s national website published “The True Gentleman”
creed. It says that “The True Gentleman is the man whose
conduct proceeds from good will and an acute sense of
propriety, and whose self-control is equal to all emergencies
… who thinks of the rights and feelings of others, rather
than his own; and who appears well in any company, a man
with whom honor is sacred and virtue safe.”
Similarly, Puget Sound’s student integrity code states that
“the University of Puget Sound is founded upon several
fundamental values. Central among these are self-knowledge
and respect for others.”
The following day, Palmer met with Director of Student
Activities Moe Stephens and University Chaplain Dave
Wright to discuss the situation. Wright then shared the
information with Dean of Diversity and Inclusion Michael
Benitez, who began his work at Puget Sound with an antibias campaign in 2013.
Unlike Palmer, Lopez had to wait eight days to meet with
anyone from the University. “It took longer than a week for
us to meet with anyone from the school about it. That was
one of the earlier points of frustration for me,” he said. “They
told us they were understaffed.”
The “student rights” section of Puget Sound’s student
integrity code lists the right to a “timely resolution.”
“The timeline of an individual case can be significantly
affected by the number of students involved, the complexity
of the incident(s), staffing, and school breaks,” Shives said
when asked about University conduct policy. University
administrators cannot generally speak on any specific
conduct case due to legal restrictions.
Lopez has met with University staff again in early March
to record his narrative, and once more on April 5.
At the April 5 conduct meeting, Lopez decided to go
forward with the formal conduct route. An Integrity Code
board consisting of one student, one faculty member and
one staff member will receive the information gathered in
a conduct case, then host a conference. The SAE member
will have the opportunity to present his case and the board

will determine if he is in violation of student conduct. It is
a closed conference, so only the student and their advisor
may attend.
“It’s super ridiculous that we’re not allowed to be there.
That was incredibly frustrating,” Lopez said. “I think that
will always play in favor of the person who has to defend
themselves … we’re not allowed to push back beyond the
one-page narrative they got from us … in any case like this,
the only voice in the hearing is the person who probably did
something wrong.”
“I’m not optimistic but we’re placing our faith in them,”
Lopez added.
SAE’s internal conduct process was much faster. “All
membership violations are handled through a Judicial Board
that consists of a member from each class and six executive
officers … they hear the case, determine responsibility, and
then hand out appropriate sanctions. This incident was
heard at a Judicial Board on February 25th,” Palmer said.
After the incident, Palmer and his executive team used a
chapter meeting to hold a workshop on whiteness facilitated
by the Center for Intercultural and Civic Engagement.
“If anyone has additional advice about how else we can
respond to this incident or how we might provide educational
opportunities to prevent such events in the future, please feel
free to reach out, I’d greatly appreciate the feedback,” Palmer
said. He is available for contact at ups.sae.president@gmail.
com.
“This incident has been deeply troubling to me. The action
clearly goes against my personal and houses’ communal
values … this area is our home and everyone deserves to feel
respected and safe. I have worked actively to educate myself
and my chapter so that we may better understand privilege,
bias, and hate and so that we may better hold our members
accountable for their actions,” Palmer said.
But Lopez says the perceived lack of accountability is
troubling. “If you want to improve your image, be willing to
call those people out.”
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OPINIONS

Opinions contained herein do not necessarily reflect the views of The Trail staff, ASUPS, the University or its Board of Trustees. Articles and letters in the
Opinions section are printed at the discretion of the Trail editorial staff. The Trail reserves the right to refuse any letters submitted for publication. Letters to the
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Lions and tigers and DNA banks
Point Def iance Zoo welcomes new tiger, raises ethical concerns
By Karlee Robinson

When human impact threatens the survival of endangered species, conservationists feel pressured to play God.
Last Thursday, a male Sumatran tiger
named Mohan was introduced to Point
Defiance Zoo and Aquarium. Mohan was
brought to the local Tacoma zoo from
Sacramento, CA. His visit is justified by
reproductive purposes. The intention is
to contrive (ideally) naturally occurring
processes: artificially inseminating the
female tiger, Kali.
I attended the zoo and aquarium, exploring
the enclosures and learning about the
character of Sumatran tigers. Tigers are
highly antisocial creatures, making natural
mating extremely dangerous outside of the
wild — it is my understanding that artificial
insemination was a decision concluded
upon after careful thought regarding the
tigers’ well-being.
Mohan’s visit serves two positive roles:
to attract visitors, supporting the financial
demands of maintaining zoos, and to
support the broader Sumatran tiger species’
preservation. With this, however, comes
necessary consideration of human impact
on extinction rates and efforts to reverse
its momentum (efforts specifically made
possible by advancements in science and
technology).
The number one cause for a species’
extinction is human impact. Human
impact ranges from greenhouse emissions,
to land waste and the broader effects of
industrialization. The ironic twist: we’re
now utilizing these industrial resources to
‘reverse’ the damage industrialization has
inflicted environmentally.

After acknowledging this, arguments that
extinction is a natural process (only arguably
valid if a species’ extinction is entirely
unrelated to human impact) are stripped of
any legitimacy. There’s a negative correlation
between the progress mankind achieves in
technology and biodiversity.
Biodiversity
is
important
because
ecosystems develop a dynamic distinct to
the members of their given community.
With the extinction of one species comes
the potential extinction of others dependent
on the former’s ecological role. Additionally,
biodiversity offers broader (however more
ambiguous) benefits relating to progress
made possible from access to variation.
Both historically and currently, however,
biodiversity has been exponentially
compromised for human advantage.
Mohan’s visit stresses the importance
of conservation efforts, illustrating the
complexity of preserving endangered
species. We see a similar conversation
around the more contentious topic of DNA
banks. If the Sumatran tiger reaches the
point of extinction, is it ourw responsibility
as humans to bring them back?
DNA banks are exactly as they sound:
secure, long term storage of individual’s
genetic material. When a species goes
extinct, scientists preserve their DNA to
later use when research allows action to
double ambition. The idea behind DNA
banks is that when rising to the required
faculty, we can clone what we’ve already
exhausted and taken advantage of. We’re

mistaking progress for saving our backs
from irreversible exploitation.
Considering overpopulation and limited
resources, biodiversity is a multifaceted
discussion: deciding whether or not we
can facilitate species we aren’t currently
responsible for. No doubt there are differences
in today’s environment, compared to that
which (now extinct) species left; moreover,
does our environment have the faculty to
support the reintroduction of species? Only
to a shallow degree do physical resemblances
equate the indispensable quality of a species.
It’s increasingly apparent that our ambition
is vested too predominantly in the headspace
of quantity over quality: shooting for forward
momentum, but disregarding the relevance
of the motion’s context and whether the

“Thirteen Reasons Why”
does more harm than good
By Hannah Ritner

Selena Gomez’s adaptation of Jay Asher’s Novel “13
Reasons Why” has received a great deal of attention
for calling attention to issues of suicide and bullying.
The show is focused on character Hannah Baker, who
commits suicide and leaves behind her thirteen tapes —
each tape centered around a specific character. Although
TV shows have the potential to encourage dialogue and
bring awareness, the way in which Hannah Baker’s
suicide is romanticized and dramatized ensures that any
resulting discussion is founded on an inherently flawed
basis for conversation.
First of all, although the show calls attention to bullying
— which is certainly valuable and good — the fact that
Hannah does this posthumously perpetuates an idea
that one’s story is only made valuable in death. This is
harmful because it makes it seem as though suicide was
Hannah’s only option to have her voice heard.
In “13 Reasons Why,” Hannah is able to tell her
story through audiotapes—yet this is an extremely
unrealistic depiction. Netflix seems to have greatly
sensationalized the portrayal of Hannah’s death in a
way that is consumable to the media with the intention
of increasing viewership.
Furthermore, the method of using tapes to tell one’s
story by giving reasons for suicide creates an idea that
there is a linear path to suicide. 90% of teen suicides
occur due to mental illness — specifically depression
— and not once does the show mention any of these
matters. This seems like a missed opportunity to
forefront meaningful dialogue about these important
issues.
The show fails to convey a valuable alternative to
suicide; considering that Hannah committed suicide
because she felt as though she had no other option, one

cw: suicide

would think that the producers would want to provide
some type of resource for its viewers. Throughout the
entire series, Hannah only seeks out help once through
her guidance counselor, who makes it seem as though
her feelings are neither valid nor legitimate. This too
sustains an attitude that help is unobtainable which is a
dangerous notion to instill in viewers.
Perhaps the most disturbing aspect of the show, and
the aspect that is the cause of much discussion, is the
portrayal of Hannah’s death. The scene is extremely
and unnecessarily graphic. Suicide Awareness Voices of
Education (SAVE) is an organization that has served
as an advisory board with regard to media portrayal of
suicide—they argue that media platforms should not
make explicit reference to the method a person may
have used to take their life.
There is truly no reason for this scene to be as graphic
as it was. These depictions of suicide can increase its
risks and bring about the contagion effect; although
an honest telling, one does not need to see a suicide to
understand its realities.
Although “13 Reasons Why” is valuable in that
it calls attention to a difficult topic that is not often
discussed, it ultimately misses an opportunity to discuss
an important issue in a way that is more meaningful.
Fundamentally one cannot produce meaningful dialogue
about the realities of suicide from an intrinsically flawed
platform—thus, the laud the show has obtained is
undeserved.
Many outlets and resources exist on school campuses
and the greater community--here on campus just a
couple of weeks ago NAMI hosted Suicide Awareness
Week. It is events such as these that exist to spread
support and education to the student body; they also
pose an opportunity to get involved.

context renders larger significance.
Where these questions involve too
broad a field of knowledge for one to
confidently answer, we can start by pulling
apart the following consideration: What’s
the mentality enlisted in these repeated
calamities? I believe an obsession with
the future, undermining the present, and
a tendency to inconsistently reminisce
about the past—reminiscing according to
fluctuating morals—are responsible.
Rather than funding progress like DNA
banks (action taken to reverse mistakes), we
should direct funding and attention towards
preventative measures. Had this already
been the case, Mohan’s visit would not be
necessary.
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,

I picked up a copy of THE TRAIL today when I brought my
grandson on campus for physical therapy. Definitely a thoughtful
newspaper, I enjoyed the pieces on Bobby Seal, ModCloth selling
out, and the recent use of the “Nuclear option” in the Senate. The
lack of letters to the editor was puzzling to me. Students always
have plenty of passionate opinions, with the student newspaper
being the logical place to air them. This is a very important time
in the history of our country and student voices need to be heard.
Perhaps a call for student opinion on the issues of the day, like
hunger in America, where one in five children are experiencing
food insecurity. This at a time when there is talk in Congress of
cutting back on the SNAP program, formerly food stamps. The
results of a recent 12 year study by the Congressional Management
Foundation shows that the most influential voice to an elected
representative is that of a constituent, not a paid lobbyist. So it
is time to share opinions, in the student paper, on the phone or
in a letter, or even a visit in person with to those who represent
you in our government. I have been volunteering with a group
called RESULTS that actually teaches this active citizenship.
(results.org) Every year, one hundred 18-30 year olds join us at
our international conference in Washington, D.C. to learn how to
talk to government to create a better world, and actually speak to
our representatives and senators. If this is your interest, check out
the Real Change Scholars program on the website or to find the
Tacoma group of RESULTS. Your voice matters, the future will be
what we let happen or what we help create.
Willie Dickerson
253-831-1453
Formerly a Tacoma resident (near campus), teacher in the Tacoma
Schools, and frequent visitor to town.
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The Happy Trail is The Trail’s weekly sex column that seeks to inform the community on issues related to sexuality and gender by addressing these topics in an education-based way. Our mission is
to make the campus a safer place by normalizing and demystifying topics like safer sex practices, sexualities, kinks and polyamory, while shedding light on topics like trans rights, sexual and domestic
violence, gender inequalities and intersectionality. Happy Trail correspondents are not medical professionals; if you have a medical concern contact CHWS or a local clinic. Otherwise, direct your
sexuality and gender questions to trailheyyou@pugetsound.edu. Respond to Happy Trail articles in the form of a letter to the editor sent to trail@pugetsound.edu.

The Body Positive movement
By Em ma Hol mes

The term “body positive” is cropping up more and more in
academic discussion, media and everyday life. However, the
body positive movement is constantly shifting and redefining
its values to become more inclusive and empower all bodies.
Here’s a brief summary of the body positive movement, and
the ways it is evolving today.
At its core, the body positive movement as about unlearning
and un-internalizing destructive and unrealistic societal
standards. Ideally, this means that there are no “good” bodies
or “bad” bodies. Instead, there are bodies that exist solely
to serve the person inhabiting them. Beyond that, everyone
deserves to love and care for the body they’re in, to move when
they want to move, eat when they want to eat and rest when
they want to rest. To care for something, you must listen to
it, rather than to arbitrary standards set by those with various
agendas.
There are countless industries built on denying bodily
intuition. The body’s natural signals are undermined with
fat-shaming messages, muscular culture and media imagery.
Now people believe that it’s normal to change their bodies,
molding them to a socially acceptable weight, shape, color or
size. We spend excessive amounts of money, time, and energy
to achieve attractiveness, respect and worthiness. The weight
loss industry was estimated at around $148 billion in 2014 and
is set to pass $200 billion by 2019, according to global market
research firm Markets and Markets.
Even popular “health” sources advise a low-fat, low-sugar
diet with the ultimate assumption that these nutrients directly
cause more fat on the body, and this is inherently bad or
unhealthy. In reality health is much more complicated than
weight.
While the body does process nutrients differently, resulting
in differing energy output, those nutrients, including natural
sugars, work together to give you sustained energy. Every
body will look different because we’re all genetically unique.
Metabolism, bone structure and nutritional history all

contribute to your set point, a term used by body positivity
activists to describe the body’s shape and size when it is
functioning optimally (which is shown through measures
such as healthy hair and nails, minimal physical discomfort
and reliable energy levels).
Weight as a measure of health is known to be fallacious
within the body positive movement, and this idea is spreading
as more people acknowledge the flaws of the BMI scale and
the concept of Health at Every Size (HEAS), a movement that
started in the 1960s but that has recently gained momentum
again.
The body positive movement works to push this message, and
expand body acceptance to marginalized bodies, including fat
bodies, bodies of color, disabled bodies and queer bodies. Our
mainstream media is sorely lacking in body diversity, where a
“good” body is generally slender, toned and white. Showing
a range of healthy, happy bodies helps normalize human
differences and include under-represented communities in
popular culture.
Deconstructing beauty standards goes hand in hand with
deconstructing normative binary gender norms. Pressures
to look masculine or feminine are not only suppressive and
harmful to cis, gender-conforming men and women, but
further marginalize gender non-conforming and transgender
individuals. Idolizing a single perfect body type for men and
women denies many people’s right to a genuine expression of
themselves, and places an unnecessary pressure to “pass” as a
man or woman. Gendered body expectations also endanger
queer individuals by discomforting cisnormative people into
violence.
The body positive movement has rightfully received criticism
for racist, (cis)sexist, sizeist and ableist celebration of only white
cis female bodies. While white women do deserve to love their
bodies, they already have a large amount of privilege when it
comes to how they’re allowed to look in society. Passively or
actively excluding members from the body positive movement

Tugging at queer heartstrings

Does it really count as representation if you’re selling something?
By Nata lie Scoggins
Touching advertisements put me in sort of a double bind. On one hand, I’m
about as critical of capitalism and advertising as someone can get, but on the
other hand, I’m a huge softy. I understand the tactics of emotional appeals
and manipulation. I know that behind every tearjerking commercial is a team
of marketers and PR consultants who are trying to find out the best way to
sell things to their target audience. That doesn’t mean I’m not going to cry
over them in the moment, but it does mean that afterwards I’m going to feel
really uncomfortable.
On March 29, Vicks put out a three and a half minute ad featuring a young
girl with a transgender mother in India. A few sources like DNA India have
criticized it for exploiting trans people for profit (especially in a country
where trans people are denied many rights), but most of the reactions have
been positive, according to NPR. The “generations of care” slogan and the ad
drive home the point that the mother is a mother despite being transgender,
which is a true and nice message, but the bottom line is still “buy Vicks.”
The Vicks video reminded me of an older Wells-Fargo ad with a lesbian
couple learning sign language to prepare to adopt a young deaf girl — I’m
tearing up thinking about it now. To see such progressive representation
warms my heart at first, and the ad did face a lot of backlash that Wells-Fargo
refused to apologize for, but the bottom line is still “gay people should bank
with us.” It’s not much different from the rainbow Oreo ads, or the Target
ad with a gay wedding registry. Or from the countless booths and tables at
Pride festivals filled with corporate representatives, giving out rainbow swag
to advertise themselves.
Now, these ads themselves are pretty innocent. They’re not completely
misguided like Kendall Jenner’s already-infamous Pepsi ad, and sometimes
these corporations put their money where their mouths are, donating to
causes or actively promoting pro-LGBT.
But is that enough? Is this an active attempt to actually represent people who
have historically been marginalized and underrepresented or misrepresented?
Or is this an attempt to reach into an “untapped” market? A pat on their own
back for not being bigoted (in this regard, anyway)? In the case of WellsFargo, is it trying to get more gay married couples to bank with them for
whatever benefits exist? In the case of Vicks, is the message that trans women
can be mothers, or that good mothers should all use Vicks, or both?
In the end, I can’t help but be skeptical. I’ll withhold money from companies
that are transparently homophobic or transphobic, but putting a gay or trans
person in an ad isn’t going to make me go out and buy whatever they’re
selling, at least not consciously. But that’s how advertising works anyway.
Personally, I don’t know whether to lean towards the companies that show
people like my friends and myself because money-grabbing representation is
better than nothing, or to lean away from them because of tokenization. It’s
an impossible game to win as a consumer under capitalism.

undermines its basic principles. There has been additional
criticism for the fat positivity that only highlights “small fat”
folks without rolls or hair or other “imperfections.”
Everyone, no matter their gender, shape, size, race or ability,
deserves to inhabit their body with joy and comfort, to wear
what they want to wear and do so without judgement from
themselves or others.
“The way we view our bodies determines the way we
participate in the world,” body positive activist Jes Baker said
in her 2014 TEDx talk. Loving your body is not only good
for your emotional wellbeing, but it allows you to navigate the
world differently and divert your energy to making a positive
impact. It can be a radical statement to love yourself when so
much tells you not to.

Poster for Endangered Bodies,an international body positive movements
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Feelin’ myself: a student survey
If we’re being honest, I wanted to write an
article about creative new ways to masturbate
because I had fallen in a rut in terms of paddling
the pink canoe. Since crowdsourcing is all the
rage these days, I thought, why not apply it to
my little predicament?
To get submissions, I posted a link to an
anonymous survey on several Facebook groups,
and begged everyone I came into contact with to
add their best advice. I got nearly 40 responses,
and I appreciate every one of them (even the one
that advised readers to “Sit on your arm until
you have a dead arm. Then masturbate so it feels
like someone else is doing it for you”). Although
I’m not including repeats or anything illegal
(both of which were received), I want to share
as many as possible.
Let’s start by talking about all of the
submissions that anyone can try out, regardless
of genitalia. Touching the b-hole was a popular
one, as was reading erotic stories online. Others
reminded me that the hottest person you can
think about just might be yourself. Your own
nudes and video recordings can be an asset.
Here’s another one of my favorites:
“To get in the mood I like to put on sexy lounge
wear, light a couple candles, maybe dance for a
while to Sade or something. Giving yourself the
time to wind down and open up to pleasure, for
me, allows for an easier/more enjoyable time!!”
People also recommended testing out lube (feel
free to use it solo, but if you have a toy, make
sure they are compatible). Coconut oil got a few
shout-outs, and God’s lube (saliva) deserves an
honorable mention.
While some of the comments were simple and
sweet (“I use Bath and Body Works lotion on
my balls”), other people seemed like they’ve
been waiting a long time to share the seed of
knowledge. This submitter says, “1) the classic
edging... get yourself to almost climax and then
stop.... do that for 15 min and wow! You’re in
for one hell of ride. 2) Toys..... enough said. You
can’t go wrong with toys (or lube). 3) Close your
eyes and use your non-dominant hand... it feels
like someone else is doing it for you. 4) At the
climax, see how long you can hold on in that
“sweet spot” before you just can’t anymore. 5)

By Nayla L ee

I’m not going to say anything other than the
prostate gland can offer some fun times.... 6)
The following ratio will really get it done: 15
fast, 10 slow, 10 fast, 5 slow. Repeat.”
I really appreciated the honesty of one person,
who detailed using a pocket pussy, cooked ramen
in a plastic bag, and some couch cushions for a
very realistic simulation. It was definitely one of
the most detailed and creative ones I received,
and I appreciate your willingness to engage in
honest discussions of sexual expression.
The most common thing that people wanted
the world to know about? Vibrators. While some
people talked about treating themselves (the
Womanizer, an upscale rabbit, and the Hitachi
Wand were all praised), one submission kept
frugality in mind. Apparently, vibrating cock
rings can be cheaper way to get the job done.
The detachable showerhead also got a lot of love;
for water conservation (and hygiene) purposes,
it’s a good thing the dorm showerheads are
firmly attached.
There were some recommendations that gave
me pause. To the person who wrote in about
masturbating while pooping, I’ll definitely say
that I’ll have to try it myself to figure out if
you’re just yanking my chain. As they say in the
real estate world: location, location, location!
I also can’t say I’ll follow the advice of one
participant, who claimed that “If you do it while
doing a core workout it is spicy.” As someone
who has gotten funky after cutting peppers, I
can confidently say that I would rather not have
anything near my vulva that can be described
as “spicy.”
What made my heart smile the most was how
many people wrote in about how important it
is to destigmatize masturbation. It can be a
gratifying, joyful way to express one’s sexuality
that often gets left out of traditional sex ed.
No one should be pressured into or out of it,
but for those who are interested, I hope this list
empowers you to try something new. As one
person advises, “A little variation goes a long
way, and being yourself *with* yourself is the
whole point of masturbation, so let yourself get
a little weird with it!”
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Annual Clothesline Project brings awareness to power-based violence
By Molly Wampler

I

nspired by the power of the AIDS quilt, the
Clothesline Project was launched in 1990 as a visual
way to bring attention to the issue of violence against
women. Survivors of sexual assault are invited to express
the experience anonymously on a t-shirt to be hung in
public on a clothesline. Puget Sound picked up the project
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more than 15 years ago, but the clothesline has only been
displayed on and off since.
Last year’s Clothesline Project, displayed for some time in
the dining area of Wheelock shed light onto “what it feels
like to be sexually assaulted and how power-based personal
violence impacts someone on such a personal, deep level,”
Alex Keysselitz, Sexuality Issues, Relationships, and
Gender Education (SIRGE) Coordinator, said.
“As with all my work with sexual assault prevention,”
Marta Cady, Associate Dean of Students and Director of
New Student Orientation, said, “the more we talk about it
the easier it is to work through for victims and survivors,
and the easier it is for other people to understand it and

hopefully want to do something about it.”
The symbolism behind the project is extensive. Each
color shirt holds different meaning; for example: the
red, pink and orange shirts are for survivors of rape and
sexual assault; blue and green t-shirts are for survivors
of incest and sexual abuse; and white represents women
who have died from violence. The clothesline, referencing
laundry that has historically been considered “women’s
work,” acknowledges the reality that women are impact
more frequently by these crimes, the Clothesline Project
website says. Marta Cady, Associate Dean of Students and
Director of New Student Orientation, explained that this
project also serves as a way to remove the stigma of having
to “air out your dirty laundry” that is sexual assault. She
doesn’t believe survivors should feel they have to hide or
feel shame about the incident, she said, “we need to just
be supportive of people who come and tell us this stuff.”
Shirts designed by members of the Puget Sound
community are saved to display year after year. Every
Wednesday and Friday from 8:30-6 p.m. in April, the
Student Development Center (on 15th street, across from
Security Services) has materials and a quiet, anonymous
space for survivors to make a shirt of their experience. “It
gives survivors a space to share their voice in a way that
completely anonymous but that is lasting,” Keysselitz said.
“This project is more directed towards people who have
experienced personal violence,” Keysselitz said, but allies
can accompany a friend if they need the extra support.
Puget Sound’s mission with these shirts varies slightly
from the Clothesline Project as a whole. Keysselitz
emphasized that Puget Sound’s project thinks more
“intersectionally about sexual violence,” and Cady agrees.
“This is violence against people who have perceived less
power,” Cady said, “and lots of times that can be women,”
but it is often not. “Particularly for men, we know before
the age of 18 one in 33 have been abused,” Cady said, “As
a boy they are able to put their stories in there too.”
Keysselitz is proud of where our University stands in
sexual misconduct awareness, but it isn’t without flaws. “It
can always be talked about more, there is always room for
improvement to create spaces where survivors are heard
and believed and not questioned,” she said.
“[Sexual violence] happens — everywhere on every
campus; in every facet of life, and I think our campus does
a good job of talking about it,” Keysselitz said, “but I want
people to engage more … When you engage with it and
you hear personal stories, and you find resources. That is
when real change happens.”
PHOTO CREDITS TO: CHRIS ROACH

New Tacoma-based experiential learning course to arrive in Fall
By Nia Henderson

A new experiential learning course taught
by Joe Colón and Maggie Roach is coming
fall 2017 giving students the opportunity to
be involved in the Tacoma community in a
meaningful way.
Experiential learning course, EXLN 215:
Youth Development for Social Justice is a new
course being offered fall 2017. Experiential
learning courses are a new designation that
aims to get students out of a traditional
classroom setting and into an unfamiliar
environment. The university website states
that “Experiential learning is a whole person
approach designed purposefully to engage
learners in direct experience and focused
reflection through myriad methodologies.
This personal and transformational process
increases knowledge, promotes critical analysis
and synthesis, develops skills, clarifies values,
and enlarges students’ capacity to contribute to
their communities.” The working syllabus states
“this course will empower volunteers, mentors,
coaches, tutors, and youth practitioners to
adapt, implement, and scale research validated
quality standards in their respective volunteer
site.”
Joe Colón and Maggie Roach utilized positive
youth development research to create their own
youth development approach. This approach
emphasizes the importance of maintaining a
safe supportive and productive environment
for youth. This course gives students the
opportunity to work hands on with Tacoma
youth for a minimum of 10 hours through
mentorships, tutoring and coaching.

Their syllabus states, “research confirms that high- quality
afterschool and youth development programs positively
impact social skill development, academic achievement,
and risk reduction for the youth they will serve … [and]
a trained and skilled staff are essential to creating a safe,
engaging, interactive, youth centered programs.” This
course gives students the ability to develop the skills
necessary to successfully work with diverse groups of youth
through hands on training.
This course focuses on the nine domains that are essential
for ensuring a quality afterschool or youth development
program including safety and wellness, cultural
competence and responsiveness, youth leadership and
engagement, relationships, program activities, leadership
and management, family, school, and community
connections, ongoing, staff and volunteer development as
well as assessment planning and improvement.
Students have the option to volunteer with one on the pre
approved programs such as Super Club which takes place
at Stewart Middle School and Linc and Logger at Lincoln
High School.
With successful completion of this course students will
earn a Certificate of your program Quality Proficiency
from the Office of Experiential Learning and Diversity and
Inclusion.
This class is held on Fridays from 2 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Students are assessed on class attendance, participation,
completion of volunteer hours, weekly portfolio reflections
and their final presentation. The prerequisites for this class
include a Washington state background check, student
conduct approval and a photo release form.
All information comes from the instructors draft syllabus
For more information contact Maggie Roach at mroach@
pugetsound.edu or Joe Colón at jcolon@pugetsound.edu.
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EstroFem workshop extracts hormones from urine
By Angela Cookston
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On April 11th, the University hosted Mary (Maggic)
Tsang and the EstroFem! Workshop. The lecture and
workshop focused on the way institutions regulate bodies
without consent and how to “hack” back one’s own anatomy
using “freak science.”
Tsang began with a presentation which focused on the
effect of institutions which produce regulatory hormones
and polluting chemicals. These synthetic substances, such
as BPA and BPAF, enter a person’s body and disrupt
their natural biology. Tsang explained that these artificial
practices attempt to correct the natural diversity of bodies,
such as intersex bodies, which are “corrected” by doctors
soon after birth. Other plastics and estrogen in the water,
leaked by companies, have dire effects on bodies as well.
Tsang wrote on her website, maggic.ooo, about the
background and importance of her biohacking research.
“Institutions and scientific fields produce fictions about how
bodies should be gendered and how they should reproduce,
perpetuating a standard of normalcy that is exclusionary
and touting hormones as the biological determinant of
sexual identities. Thus, present hormone therapies both
pathologize bodies and at the same time prioritize access
over others. However, hormones such as xenoestrogens
exist with their own agency. They can be characterized as
a form of slow violence because its mutagenizing effects
are so gradual and difficult to perceive. On the other hand,
endocrine disruption implies a perspective for what writer
Heather Davis calls a ‘queering futurity.’ If we are living
in an all-pervasive, anthropocentric toxicity, then this
challenges society’s prescribed notions of normalcy, of
binary bodies.”
After the presentation, Tsang led an EstroFem workshop

on DIY column chromatography urine extraction. Those
who participated in the study were encouraged to use their
own urine and everyday materials, like glass bottles recycled
from the food table at the presentation. In a Thompson lab,
students, faculty, and alumni cut the bottoms off of glass
bottles. Participants then created the device seen in the
photo below.
On Tsang’s website, magic.ooo, the description of and
instructions for the EstroFem lab are listed. “The final
product is a COLLECTION of sex hormones, steroidal
molecules in general,” Tsang wrote, “The setup is fairly
simple and DIY. You need: glass bottle, silica gel (desiccant),
cigarette filters, parafilm, methanol, water, and a urine
sample. After eluting, allow the methanol to evaporate
until what is left is a brown sticky substance. (Time can
vary depending on your method of evaporation). Congrats,
you have hormones — technically pheromones, now that
they’re acting outside the body.”
One of the most striking part about the EstroFem lab
was how accessible the materials and procedures were.
Glass bottles, zip ties, cigarette filters, and more could be
purchased at local stores that any town or city was likely to
have.
Hackteria is a project Tsang works with. This open-source
biological and artistic project is designed to be doable and
accessible for anyone. “Hackteria is dedicated to develop and
promote open designs for affordable laboratory equipment.
We are convinced that basic technology should be open and
accessible to everyone. We are part of the growing open
hardware community and collaborate in various projects.”
(Hackteria.org)
Tsang wrote on maggic.ooo about the goals of her

research. “The project acknowledges our bodies as
permeable, mutable entities that are becoming increasing
alien, and proposes to use ‘the becoming’ as an agent for
resistance. DIY/DIWO biohacking can function as a tool
for creating new entry points and subjectivities, combating
traditional power structures responsible for the production
of knowledge, of bodies, and of technoscience. From these
xeno-forces arise xeno-solidarities, capable of collectively
hacking the systems of hormonal control.”
Tsang has travelled all over the globe sharing knowledge
and hormone-hacking techniques. In addition to her
website above (maggic.ooo), check out diysect.com for
more information about DIY bioart.
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Nasty women write back: Puget Sound professor shares
recommendations for great novels by women
By Alyssa Danis

President Trump made a lasting impression during his
candidacy when he referred to candidate Hillary Clinton
as a ‘Nasty Woman.’ Women, at first horrified by Trumps
degrading comments, turned the phrase into one of power.
Many women sported t-shirts with what would otherwise
be degrading phrases on them such as “Nasty Woman” or
“Pussy grabs back” with pride during the Women’s March
on January, 21st, 2017.
The term Nasty Woman has become one that is almost
endearing. Women are taking back their power, forcing
their voices to be heard through these acts of rebellion. Ann
Putnam, English and Gender Studies Professor, describes
this as the beginning of a new feminist movement, or rather
womanist movement. When asked if the women’s rights
movement needs more attention, Putnam responded with
“It definitely needs press, we are only at the beginning, we
must continue to push through.”
This is why expanding the knowledge about women is so
important. Putnam teaches a class called “Classic Literature
By Women.” Students examine classic novels, written by
female authors, and analyze the themes and motifs in the
class. The literature, and movies in the syllabus provide
a fresh perspective on women’s place in history, and in
society now. Rather than choosing literature that places
women on the periphery, the novels Putnam chose for her

students show rebellion. Women take back their voices,
and their bodies. Spring Semester of 2017 was the perfect
time to take her class. Many feel that women’s issues are of
particular importance in light of the values of the Trump
administration.
Here are a few novels, written by powerful female authors,
from Putnam’s syllabus. Each book on the list is written by a
woman who revolutionized literature in her own right, and
who paved the way for female auhors who came later.

Buddha in the Attic by Julie Otsuka

Otsuka uses the plural ‘we’ to describe the collective
experience of picture brides during World War II. The
book highlights how women are expected to behave, and
how they disobey these normal values.

The Awakening by Kate Chopin

This novel is set at a holiday resort near New Orleans in the
late 1800s and deals with themes of domestic relationships,
female friendships and sexuality. Chopin’s book was buried
for 70 years because the content was deemed to be ‘too
horrendous.’ Edna the protagonist sets herself free, and
chooses to be more than a wife.

Beloved by Toni Morrison

Morrison writes a breath-taking novel exploring the
objectification of women through the lense of slavery, While
also describing the rarely written about mother-daughter
relationship. Morrison, winner of the 1993 Nobel Prize for
Literature, is one of the most famous Black female writers
of all time. Morrison worked at Random House early in
her career, editing books for Angela Davis, Gayl Jones and
other influential black authors.

A Room of One’s Own by Virginia Woolf

Woolf ’s self aware, biting critique of the tradional literary
establishment is a part ficiton, part personal essay that
deals with the challenges faced by female writers. Woolf
lists exactly what a woman needs to write. She explains the
importance of a woman’s creativity, and her thoughts.

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley

At only 21 years old, Shelley first published this novel
anonymously. Now she is recognized as the author of a
classic novel. However, at the time Frankenstein was
published, female authors were rare. In fact, Shelley’s novel
was published partly due to her marriage to Percy Shelley,
who is largely regarded as one of the most influential
English Romantic poets.
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Dean Segawa’s love for the Mariners reaches no bounds
By Zachary Fletcher

Here at Puget Sound, students and faculty alike share no
shortage of love for the professional sports world. The fall
semester usually brings out people’s love for football —
Seahawks, Broncos and various other NFL jerseys can be
seen around campus. The spring is the time for baseball.
The campus is overrun with Mariners and various west
coast team jerseys, and no one has a bigger appreciation
for this time of year than Dean of Students Mike Segawa.
Mike Segawa and his family have lived in the area for
more than 30 years and their love of the Pacific Northwest
is unquestionably connected with their love for its sports
team.
“Over the years the team has had so many talented players,
and just good people, that it was inevitable I would develop
a strong and lasting connection to the team,” Segawa said.
Segawa was introduced to baseball when he was growing
up in the San Diego area. “My mother introduced me
to baseball over 50 years ago when she took me to my
professional baseball game,” he said. “[It was] a Pacific Coast
League minor league baseball game with my hometown
team, the San Diego Padres.”
Since then, Segawa has not only enjoyed watching the
Mariners play, but he’s also appreciated sharing his love for
the game with his family.
“Our son is a knowledgeable fan but his sister is the fanatic
like her father. So baseball has taken on a multigenerational
connection in my family and I cherish that,” Segawa said.
Watching the Mariners play has become a family affair
and Segawa stated that he is “a true believer that there’s
never a bad day at the ballpark.”
Segawa recalls “the double” as one of his favorite Mariners
memories. In the 1995 American League Division Series
(ALDS), Edgar Martinez hit a double to left field in the
bottom half of the 11th inning, down by one run, with
runners on 1st and 3rd. Both runs scored off the double,
allowing the Mariners to clinch the series and a spot in the
American League Championship Series over the Yankees.
“My son and I were at that game in the Kingdome, sitting
up in the 300 level, and the place was bedlam for that play
and much of the last half of the Refuse to Lose season.
I’ll hold onto that one until we record a final out to win a
World Series championship,” Segawa said.
It’s moments like those that Segawa cherishes; not the
only great play from his team, but also his ability to share
the moment with his family.
Segawa is also appreciative of the great superstars that
have gone through the Mariners organization.
“There have been many superstars like Junior, The Big
Unit, Edgar, Ichiro and Felix but the heart of the team was

often players like Alvin Davis, Dan Wilson, John Olerud
and Jamie Moyer who were good players, great teammates
and terrific members of the community,” Segawa said.
As for the current Mariners team, Segawa said, “Kyle
Seager is a favorite. He strikes me as a humble, hardworking, and dependable player. He shows up every day
and works diligently at honing his craft. He’s not even the
most talented player in his family or on the Mariners, but
he comes to the park every day and gives you a professional
day’s work.”
As most baseball fans can attest, the radio announcers
for a team’s play-by-play can be a huge part of the fan
experience.
Dave Niehaus, radio broadcaster for the Mariners from
the inaugural season on 1977 up until 2010 was a favorite
of Segawa’s.
“I also greatly miss the voice of Dave Niehaus on the
radio. He may be the single biggest reason why I’m a
Mariners fan,” Segawa said.
After his work here at Puget Sound is done, Segawa’s
plans involve his love for the game. “In fact, when I do retire,
we plan to travel around to ballparks all over the country.
And when not at the ballpark, listening to the games has
always been a big part of my life,” Segawa said.

As far as the current season goes, Mariners fans around
campus shared a mixed view of how this season will go.
“I think they’ll turn it around and win 90,” first-year
student Eli Thomas (Seattle, Washington) said.
“Hopefully the M’s can play well enough for them to
lock up a wild card spot and make the playoffs for the first
time in 15 seasons or something like that,” first-year Drew
Campbell (Seattle, Washington) said. “But then again, if
being a Mariners fan has taught me one thing, it is never
get your hopes up too high,” he later added.
Segawa has high expectations for the team, but sees
no sense of slowing down from last year’s World-Series
participants.
“Playoff drought ends as a wild card, but I see a repeat of
the 2016 World Series with the Cubs and Cleveland. Cubs
in five games,” Segawa said.
Dean Segawa may be leaving at the end of this year, but
his love for the Mariners and sports will not be forgotten
here at Puget Sound.
The Mariners’ success for this season may seem cloudy at
the moment, but one sure-fire thing is that Segawa will be
there to watch, listen and cheer on his team — win or lose,
rain or shine.
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Crew teams having success through season so far
By Wi l l Ke y s e

PHOTOS COURTESY OF LOGGER ATHLETICS

The Puget Sound men’s and women’s crew
teams are preparing this week for their
upcoming appearance in the Northwest
Conference Championships on Sunday. If
the teams do well at the Championships,
they will advance to Nationals held the
following weekend in Golden River,
California.
The women’s teams the focus throughout
the season has been on staying sharp
mentally and physically, first-year novice
rower Katia Mrdjan (Portland, Oregon)
explains.“We have managed to keep a
positive mindset through the entire season,”
Mrdjan said. “We have channeled anger in
productive ways and became better from
it. Every person has committed to high
levels of fitness and worked hard to achieve
our personal and team goals. Our coaches

have put together a challenging and
competitive training plan and each person
has capitalized off it.”
The team will look to continue practicing
these principles as they head into the
conference
championships.
Mrdjan
provided her take on what Puget Sound
needs to do in order to be successful in the
postseason.
“Maintaining composure and not
stressing will be the most important key to
performing well,” Mrdjan said. “We need
to focus on training and taking care of our
bodies these next few weeks so that we are
at peak performance when we need to be.
We have trusted the training process so far
and it has not failed us, so we must continue
to do that. Our motto ‘fast is fun’ serves as
a reminder to not only row fast, but to have

fun while doing it.”
The men’s crew team has had a successful
spring season despite having to work
around adversity. There have been a host of
injuries and the numbers have continued to
dwindle, but the team remains focused and
optimistic about their chances. Junior Alex
Klein (Seattle, Washington) emphasized
the team’s resilience and ability to adapt.
“I think our main strength this season
has been our ability to integrate our new
novices into an already experienced, albeit
small team,” Klein said. “It was a steep
learning curve but it has allowed us to stand
out despite the relative youth of our team
against much larger [Division] I crews.”
This dedication cumulated in a first place
finish for the Logger Novice 4
boat at the Covered Bridge Regatta in

Lowell, Oregon two weekends ago. Firstyear rower Nick Ehrhard (Lake Bluff,
Illinois) sees this as a sign of good things
to come.
“Right now, in these next two weeks, our
main focus is to perfect what we’ve learned
so far and work harder than any of the
schools we’re competing against,” Ehrhard
said. “We know we can win as our [Novice]
4’s victory this weekend showed, but we
need to keep our heads in the boats and
remain focused no matter what is going on
in the race around us.”
The
Northwest
Conference
Championships will be held at American
Lake in Lakewood, Washington, with
Puget Sound acting as the host school for
the event.

SPORTS & OUTDOORS
Sports
Recaps
By Gabi Mar res e
Women’s Lacrosse
The Loggers faced Whitman on
Friday Apr. 14. Senior Meghan Bacher
and sophomore Hannah Nickols
both had two goals for the in the game.
The Blues led at half with a score of 7-3
and scored another three goals coming
out of have. Due to many turnovers the
Loggers fell to the Blues with a score of
16-5. The Loggers will be on the road
on Saturday Apr. 22 to face Pacific.

Baseball

The Loggers faced Linfield on Tuesday
Apr. 11. First-year student Corey
Roberts hit a single to score the only run
during the game. On Thursday Apr. 13,
the Loggers hosted a non-conference
game against California Lutheran.
Junior Cal Muramaru and sophomore
Connor Dunn both went 2-3 at the
plate and with an RBI. After a one run
lead in the first, the Loggers fell 9-4
to the visiting Kingsmen. The Loggers
finished their week with a three game
series at George Fox on April 14-15.
Friday afternoon started off with an RBI
single from Roberts but unfortunately
gave up a seven run seventh inning.
The Bruins took the first game 13-2.
The second game of the doubleheader
they fell short and lost 3-2. The final
game of the series started off with a big
start from the Bruins. The Loggers tied
the game at three in the sixth inning
but then allowed three more runs in
the eighth. First-year student Mason
Quinlan went 2-4 in the 6-3 loss
against George Fox. The Loggers will
hit the field in a three game home series
against Whitworth on Apr. 29-30.
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Loree Payne moves on from Puget Sound
B y Ta y l a M a c P h e r s o n

After a long, memorable seven seasons at University of Puget
Sound, basketball head coach Loree Payne made the challenging
decision to take the head coaching position at Northern Arizona
University (NAU). While this is an incredible opportunity for
Coach Payne, she will be missed immensely by the entirety of the
Puget Sound community.
NAU is a Division I institution with a growing basketball program,
which has unfortunately struggled the last few years. The team was
9-21 overall and 5-13 in conference this past season. Payne hopes to
bring her positive team energy and championship mentality to help
NAU get to its fullest potential.
Payne described the challenge of moving her life to Arizona. “It
was an incredibly difficult decision, but one that was an important
move professionally and personally. I will definitely miss the people
the most! My players, the athletic department staff and the amazing
people throughout the campus community,” Payne said.
Not only was Payne the head basketball coach, but she was also
the head student athlete academic liaison. She worked with all
teams and coaching staffs within the athletic department to make
each individual academic experience worthwhile. She will not only
be missed as a coach but also as a community member.
Amy Hackett, Athletic Director, spoke to Payne’s tremendous
help towards the Puget Sound athletic program, “Loree was an
integral part of our department’s culture of excellence and was a
strong voice in advancing our efforts to provide a quality experience
for the student-athletes. We are pleased we have such an amazing
and talented group of women on the team to continue to build on
this year’s success. That is our focus now.”
Payne helped create a close-knit team culture at Puget Sound and
hopes to bring that mentality with her to NAU. The Puget Sound
women’s basketball team is a very close squad on and off the court,
because of the comfortability the teammates have with each other.
Sophomore Summer Bolibol (Mililani, Hawaii) greatly appreciated
Payne’s thoughtful coaching during the last two seasons. Bolibol

spoke to Payne’s intense yet productive coaching style.
“The thing that I’ll miss the most about Coach Payne is her love
for the game and for each of her players. On the court, Coach Payne
truly brought the ‘payne,’ running each player hard and pushing
everyone past their limits. While it was tough at times, she truly
cared for each of us and wanted to see us reach our fullest potentials.
She helped us achieve one of our goals of becoming undefeated
conference champions and it wouldn’t have been possible without
her.”
After seven seasons of coaching women’s basketball at Puget
Sound, Payne assisted the 2016-17 Logger squad to finish first in
the Northwest Conference and advance to the second round of the
NCAA tournament. Additionally, she individually accumulated an
overall record of 130-50 with the Loggers. In the last two years,
she assisted three players to gain All-West Region accolades: Emily
Sheldon (2015-16), Alexis Noren (2016-17) and Samone Jackson
(2016-17).
Payne immensely encouraged players and the community around
her to be their best possible selves. Players have discussed her ability
to respect every opponent by always being prepared with stats and
specifics about the opposition.
Payne reflected on her time and enjoyment at University of Puget
Sound, “I have absolutely no regrets. I enjoyed every aspect of my
time at Puget Sound. It is truly an incredible place!”
Bolibol spoke about her thoughts about next season with the
high quantity of changes occurring within the program. “It will be
interesting to have a new coach and the new [first-year students]
apart of our team. While it has been a difficult time for all of us with
the changes that have been happening so rapidly, we are all doing
our best to keep positive for what next season has in store for us.”
The women’s basketball team will certainly be different next
season without Payne, yet there is no doubt that their hard work
and chemistry will not fade. This squad has a bright future ahead
of them.

Softball

The Loggers traveled to Pacific to
face Lewis & Clark in their first game
and Pacific in their second to finish
preciously started games. The game on
Mar. 28 against the Pioneer ended after
1.2 innings. The Loggers wasted no time
to pull ahead 4-0 after the second with a
two run hit from junior Jessica Gott. The
Pioneers rallied to score two more runs
but the Loggers and junior pitcher Erica
Gott finished the game with a 4-2 victory.
On Mar. 5 the game against Pacific
was suspended after the Boxers took a
1-0 lead in the first. After only scoring
one in the sixth the Boxers answered
with two more to end the game with
a 6-1 score. The Loggers finished their
season with a doubleheader on Friday
Apr. 14 at Pacific Lutheran and another
doubleheader on Saturday at home
against the Lutes. The first game of the
first doubleheader they lost 6-1. In the
second game, the Loggers lost 6-3. The
second doubleheader was senior night.
The Lutes were ahead 8-2 after the sixth
and the Loggers were unable to answer
and fell in six innings with a score of 12-2.
The Loggers ended on a high note going
into the seventh with a 3-2 lead and with
a strong defensive stop to end the game.

Tennis

The women’s team took on the College of
Idaho on Friday Apr. 14. They swept the
doubles competition and first-year student
Lisa Owen won at number one singles.
With a score of 8-1 the women with the
eighth match of the season. The men’s
team traveled to Willamette and won
the number one and two doubles. Junior
Jacob Kompolt won the only singles match
for the Logger in their 6-3 loss. Saturday
both teams finished their season and the
women’s team said goodbye to their lone
senior Elizabeth Chao. The women’s team
lost at home against Lewis & Clark with
a score of 7-2. They won the number one
and two doubles. The men’s team lost on
the road to the Pioneers with a score of 9-0.
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Women’s ultimate qualifes for nationals for
By Gabi Marrese
fourth year in a row
The women’s ultimate frisbee team qualified for Nationals for the
fourth year in a row at their conference meet on Apr. 14-15. With a
loss to their conference rivals, University of Portland, on the first day
of Conference, the team persevered to take the first bid to nationals.
“A lot of Ultimate organizations, such as USA Ultimate, or
Ultiworld, doubted our abilities, essentially assuming we would
not get the bid to Nationals,” senior Ellen Kalenscher (Portland,
Oregon).
Early in the season, the team faced a huge loss as one of their senior
teammates Alana Speich (Boulder, Colorado) sprained a ligament
in their knee. As the team continues to Nationals they were able to
welcome her back to last weekend and extend her career at Puget
Sound said.
“It was hard to come back just for the end of the season, so I’m glad
there’s more to come,” Speich said.
Carleton Eclipse were National Champions last year and have
knocked out Puget Sound out of the tournament for the past two
years. Two years ago the team finished sixth and last year they placed
third. They were fortunate to play Carleton at the Stanford Open
and win. This shows that they are ready to continue to climb and
hopefully play for the championship this year.
“Over that past couple of years Clearcut has grown exponentially
and it has been amazing to be a part of a community that continues
to build and strive for more as we head to compete at DIII nationals
for a third time,” junior captain Abby Mayo (Denver, Colorado)
said.
As the team begins travel preparations for Kentucky, the host of
this years Nationals, they continue to prepare for finals before they
depart for the tournament on May 20-21.
“We will work on fine tuning our defensive looks and cleaning up
our offense,” head coach Spencer Sheridan said.
“I love the atmosphere of Nationals, the spirit of competition that
comes hand-in-hand with a joy of the game, and appreciation for
teammates and opponents,” Kalenscher said.

After attending Nationals in previous years, the team has become
familiar with a few teams from all over the country. This years
tournament will welcome two Northwest bids which will be a
familiar face to Clearcut as well in Univeristy of Portland.
The entire season builds up to the goal of making it Nationals.
Now since they have accomplished the goal again this year, the
pressure is on to win for the first time this year.
“Most important thing for our team is to remember to still enjoy
it and not take it as life or death, because when we have fun, that’s
when we really shine,” Speich said.
With the ultimate organizations underestimating the strength of
the team and the obstacles of injury, making it to Nationals has
shown the strength of team’s bond and the mental strength win
when it counts.
“I’m excited to get to show the nation how much work we’ve put
into being the best team we can be,” said Kalenscher.
Nationals has introduced players to new states and to show the
talent and passion of Clearcut. This also put the Northwest on the
map for a well renowned ultimate frisbee location.
“My favorite moment from Ultimate is really just every time the
team rushes the field after we score. It is the most gratifying way to
feel a part of the community. It’s wonderful to see all of our hard
work pay off,” said Speich.
As Nationals brings the season to a close player can look back on
their ultimate frisbee season or career and the good and the bad
memories they share.
“I love when this team rises to the challenges that come with
playing some of the best teams in the country. I also am excited to
see the final product this year of all of the track workouts, lifting
sessions, practices, and countless hours of throwing a frisbee that
these women have put in,” Sheridan said.
We wish the seniors and the rest of Clearcut the best of luck in
preparation for Nationals and in the tournament itself.
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News Niblets

Pagliacchio gives readers quick bites of Puget Sound news before she
allows you to rush off into the summer sun

Group of friends has great laugh about the irony of Grizz’s occupation
Give it a rest. The man works hard enough as it is, and for people to ridicule him about his labor is too much.

Students’ clothing sources devolve further into the unknown
“Oh, I got this flannel in the void. It’s a super cute hole in the wall, but with weird hours.”

Birthday post on Instagram about friend “overly generous”
“Denise does not deserve twelve heart emojis. Six at the very most.”

White men covering “Hamilton” fulfulling Alexander Hamilton’s
dream of white hegemony

Person actually walks in on friends who said “how wild would it be if
someone walked in right now?”
“They were just talking in Italian accents while brushing their teeth. Pretty underwhelming stuff.”

Wetlands creates spinoff zine of ovary art due to sheer volume of
submissions
“Creating ovary art allows me to augment the viewer’s consciousness and transmisogyny.”

Studies show students who tell others to “get into the side yard” at
parties 220% more likely to write the phrase “dank memes” in their
Tinder profile
“Jason. 20. I promise I have danker memes than you. *leaf emoji* friendly.”

Administration changes name of award from “best fraternity” to “least
bad fraternity”
Special awards were given out to brick houses built in 1951, fraternities with exactly 62 members, and chapters with
presidents whose name had exactly three vowels.

Student shocked by lack of irony in new acquaintance

“When I told him I loved Ed Sheeran, he told me he used to really like him, but not so much anymore. He had absolutely no idea it was a bit!”

Gaggle of students clamor for The Trail, hot off the presses

“Mama! Run quick hither, ‘tis true what the messenger prophesized. The goddesses of the written word brought us
another heavenly scroll! And each page more elegant than the last.”

Poor choice of words: Students unsure what the word “broke” means
“Sorry, can’t go to the concert in Seattle, I’m too broke!” “Can’t hang out, totally broke tonight.” “That meme is totally
broke! Send it to me.”

Students weigh in on innovative, soul-searching art piece: “Weird”
Multitude of mediocre white men on campus leads to proliferation of
doppelgängers
“Is that Peter? No ... Nick? Oh! It’s Jack. Hey Jack!”

Students rent campus house basements on Airbnb to rats
University installs speedbumps for longboarders
“They’re just too darn fast!”

The Trail writes biting exposé of events that occurred three months ago
Parent’s comment on Facebook status savagely ruptures immaculately
groomed social media persona

Spring in love:

Tips for the savvy reader
By Anna Graham

As the cold winter months slowly fade away into spring,
many of us begin donning our bright summer outfits and
thinking about a fresh new love. But if romance novels
have told us anything, it is that love is never easy — and
catching the eye of a new beau can sometimes be a tricky
task. Fortunately, we were able to catch up with worldwide
relationship expert Knert Gnerp, who has managed to extract
some sage pieces of wisdom from his own experience.
Recounting his first experience with his one true love,
Gnerp began, “I remember the precise moment we fell in
love. It was a beautiful day in early summer — one where
the clouds hung like cotton candy in the sky, and the birds
were singing joyously from the cherry trees. I had decided
to go for a walk in the local park, because I wanted to enjoy
the view from outside the local jailhouse for once. So there
I was, walking along a path blooming with flowers, when
I suddenly saw her. She was across the lawn, wearing this
sultry-looking sundress and gazing in the opposite direction
towards some mysterious subject. One glimpse of her
luscious locks blowing in the wind and I had already picked
out a wedding date.”
“I did not inform her of our future marriage just yet, though.
First, I had to get her attention. Gathering my courage, I
walked directly to her, introduced myself, and asked for her
number. Now, here is where the story gets interesting. That
sly fox — she couldn’t simply fall to her knees and declare
her undying love for me just yet, no — first, she had to lead
me on a wild chase. So the first thing that she ever said to me
was, ‘I have a boyfriend.’”
Now, for many men, if a simple “no” won’t suffice, even the
mention of another man would be enough to send them
packing. Gnerp, however, was not so easily deterred. “Anyone
who has ever seen a romance film knows that the presence of
a boyfriend is completely irrelevant to the actual love story.
And she was my one and only — it was so, so obvious! The
only thing that was missing from our first encounter was the
theme music! Therefore, I wasn’t worried about her boyfriend.
I knew that halfway through the first act, she would realize
that he was a complete narcissistic piece of crap and dump
him gloriously.”
“Therefore, my response to her first reply was to wink and
say, ‘That’s fine, let’s just be friends then!’ But of course, still
playing hard to get, her reply was ‘No, I don’t think that’s a
good idea. I have to leave now.’”
“Now, I’ll admit, I was a little disheartened by this first
encounter. Though my first sighting of her had seemed so
promising, I began to wonder if we were actually meant to
be together. Disheartened, but not deterred, I decided to
phone my wise old grandfather for advice. His words were
so inspiring I remember them verbatim to this day. Looking
down at me with his hat tilted at a jaunty angle and twinkling
eyes of a man who has lived long enough to receive all of
life’s answers, he told me ‘Son, don’t get caught in the trap of
believing what she says. Women never say what they mean,
and in fact often say the exact opposite of what they truly
want. If you know in your heart that you two are meant to be
together, then on some level she must know it too. Therefore,
you simply can’t take no for an answer. Remember the ageold adage: if at first you don’t succeed, try try again. If you
keep after her relentlessly, eventually she’ll come around.’”
“My grandfather continued, ‘Just take a look at your
grandmother and I! Now, she didn’t want to get married, no
siree. She was a wild one, in her younger days — wanted
to keep working straight ‘till she hit fifty. But her family
and I knew it was impossible for a woman to really want to
remain single forever, so I talked with her father and paid
him a good sum to take his daughter as my wife. Fortunately,
this was back in the good old days when bride-stealing was
still a thing, so to complete the marriage ceremony I simply
marched into her family’s home, hauled her over my shoulder
like a sack of potatoes, and carted her off to my house thirty
miles from town. And just look at us! Sixty-seven years of
marriage and still going strong! Now that’s a success story if
I’ve ever heard one.’”
Gnerp took his grandfather’s advice in stride, returning
back to that park every day from dawn till dusk in search for
his lovely bride. When she failed to return, he hired a private
detective to locate her address, where he would remain for
hours, leaving bundles of roses and playing guitar softly
outside her window. He has noted that the current state of
affairs looks rather bleak, as she has moved to another town
and gotten a restraining order. Nevertheless, Gnerp is not
one to give up easily. “If I have learned anything from my
thirty-seven years in this world, it is that love conquers all.”

Combat Zone writers are Molly Mclean and Linnea Stoll. Hannah Ferguson is the Combat Zone editor. Pseudonyms have historically been used by Combat Zone writers. We want to keep this tradition and credit
writers by name in order to promote transparency. Our intent is to make people laugh and to provoke people to think critically. We are forever grateful for all the work John Miller Giltner does.
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Positive Vibes at Real Art Tacoma with Dagne & Nayra
By Anya Otterson

singers, these bands carry alternative tones and styles to their
music that are similar to the indie rock genre. The resulting
mood is one perfect for hanging out with friends and simply
enjoying life in the moment. Junior Dagne Gorham grew
up surrounded by music and now makes it a cornerstone
of her life. Part of a band of friends — all of whom have
now graduated — Gorham mixes psychedelic and indie rock

PHOTO CREDIT TO: ANYA OTTERSON

On a bustling street in South Tacoma, a small group of
millennials met on a Wednesday night to play music and
dance together. On April 12, Real Art Tacoma (RAT),
Tacoma’s only always all-ages venue, hosted three bands:
FRINGE, Dagne Gorgam and Nayra. With positive vibes
and an intimate setting, the show proved to be the ultimate
midweek pick-me-up.
Almost two years ago, a group of friends saw a need for a
concert venue in Tacoma that was always all-ages, not just
some of the time or for certain shows. The result was the birth
of Real Art Tacoma.
“A lot of us like the idea of not having alcohol and having
it be strictly about the music,” John McRae, production
manager and a sound tech at RAT, as well as a founder of
the venue, said.
While RAT looks for artists to play there, people often
reach out to RAT with artists they want to see play or with
show ideas. This is yet another thing that makes RAT so
unique and sets apart from a lot of other concert venues: the
community is incredibly involved with it, and if an individual
has an idea that he or she wants to come to life, RAT is happy
to help make it happen.
“We wanted it to have kind of a DIY vibe but have sound
production and equipment to host national acts,” McRae
said.
This has been a success, as both Dagne Gorham and Nayra
raved about the fantastic sound quality and atmosphere they
encountered while playing there.
RAT provides an outlet for anyone and everyone to
participate in music, and it’s close to the Puget Sound campus,
making it a great space for Puget Sound bands to play.
“We’re trying to be an outlet for artists of any age or music
lovers of any age to participate in music,” McRae said.
Both Dagne Gorham and Nayra are made up of University
of Puget Sound students and alumni. Named after their lead

tones to get a distinct style.
“I want to work on branching out and making it more
experimental,” Gorham said.
Using cellphone notes and voice memos, Gorham captures
lyrics and riffs that come to her during her daily life. She then
works on playing them on the guitar and making what she
hears in her head come to life.
Gorham has been quite successful with her music; for about
one year now, she has been signed to Youth Riot Records,

a Tacoma and now Seattle-based label that two of her
bandmates, also Puget Sound alumni, started. Through the
label, RAT heard about her and reached out. Dagne Gorham
played its first show at RAT the week after this past spring
break. This show was the group’s second at RAT.
“It’s a dream come true. We just always wanted to be on
stage, so it’s really fun to be doing that now,” Gorham said.
This Wednesday, first-year Nayra Halajian and her band,
Nayra, had their first show at RAT. She was friends with a
member of FRINGE, who put the show together and asked
her and her band to play.
“It’s pretty personal to me,” Halajian said of her music. “I
don’t wanna say it’s a genre because it puts it in a box.”
Halajian got involved with music when she was five years
old and began taking piano lessons. Later, she taught herself
to play the guitar.
Drawing inspiration from girl bands and personal
experiences, Halajian also used voice memos on her cellphone
to record ideas for songs. She later comes back to them to
craft a song.
“Sometimes it takes time; sometimes it’s really quick,”
Halajian said.
Halajian was in a band in high school and knew that
she wanted to continue that in college. Now, she is a part
of a band of friends. However, finding space to practice in
the dorms without bothering anybody has proved to be a
challenge. This was their first show together, and Halajian
was happy with the result.
“We usually get along and have a really good time playing,”
said Halajian.
Missed the show? You can catch Dagne Gorham at the
Puget Sound Student Market on April 28 at 4 p.m. and
at Lumbershoot on May 3 at 2 p.m. Nayra will be playing
at Bob’s Java Jive on April 29 at 9 p.m. with Transylvania.
another Puget Sound band.

Crosscurrents and Wetlands provide creative platform
By Parker Barry
through student submissions

“We allow for students’ voices to be heard and expressed via a
creative outlet. I think Crosscurrents is successful because the
work published references things that students at University
of Puget Sound can relate to. Most creative work bridges the
gap between the ordinary and the extraordinary, and that’s
what Crosscurrents hopes to do,” [YEAR?] Talena Graham,
an editor for Crosscurrents literary magazine, said.
Crosscurrents is a student-run literary and art magazine
that publishes University of Puget Sound students’ artistic
work such as poetry, prose, visual art and music scores. The
goal of crosscurrents is to give students the opportunity to
showcase their work to the student body as well as have art
that is available to students that they might not have access
to otherwise.
“All pieces are reviewed by Crosscurrents’ editorial staff, who
discuss each submission before voting on whether or not it
should be included in the magazine. The staff of Crosscurrents
may not necessarily be English majors, or even have that much
in common, but they are able to unite and have quality indepth discussions about literary and art pieces,” Graham said.

The Crosscurrents editorial team goes to great lengths
to meticulously choose pieces that would fit well in the
magazine. Submissions are separated into sections based on
the categories of poetry, prose and visual art. All submissions
are made anonymous during the selection process so that staff
members do not have a bias towards one of the artists.
“Staff members anonymously rank the piece on a scale from
one to three. Rankings are averaged and then the highestranked pieces are included in the magazine. The highestranked piece from each category is put in a ‘Selected Works’
section, which includes a professor review of the piece,”
Graham said.
Wetlands is another student-run literary publication, but
the focus of Wetlands is mainly on themes of gender, sexuality,
race, class, the body and other social issues Wetlands’ goal as
a publication is to create a literary space for artists to express
themselves regarding identity and intersectionality.
“We’ve only been around for a few years and we’ve only been
an [Associated Students of the University of Puget Sound]
media for a year or so now, but since the beginning we’ve

been trying to create a space that’s really representative and
accessible for the people who need it. It’s definitely evolved a
lot,” Natalie Scoggins, an editor for Wetlands and a student at
the University of Puget Sound, said.
The selection process for Wetlands is much like the the
selection process for Crosscurrents; the pieces are split into
different categories and are voted on. Both Wetlands and
Crosscurrents rely on collaborative group discussion to choose
pieces for their publication.
Wetlands is a unique publication because it exclusively
covers sensitive themes that are often seen as taboo. Having
a publication such as Wetlands gives artists touching on
important subjects a voice. The aim of Wetlands is to provide
a magazine that showcases difficult subjects in order to create
a self-aware dialogue about University of Puget Sound’s
campus dynamics as well as more macro-societal issues that
college students are faced with.
Keep an eye out during reading period for the issues of
Crosscurrents and Wetlands — grab a copy and support
University of Puget Sound’s artists!

Art and treats for a green cause

Each semester, student artists, creators, and musicians
gather at the student market to celebrate their artistic
endeavors with the community.
The student market is put on by the Puget Sound ECO Club
and is then delegated to a student who is passionate about art
and community involvement. This year, sophomore Sophia
Munic is in charge.
“I think it’s really important to support local art and with
artists especially …. People sometimes forget that that’s
something you can pay them for. And people forget especially
when you’re starting out that artists actually need to earn
money from what they’re making just so they can keep
making it,” Munic said. Munic was dressed head to toe in
mix-matched patterns and wore earrings from last semester’s
student market. The earrings were long rectangles made from
concrete and dipped in gold paint. They were created by senior
Alana Yang.
The market features crafts of all types; Munic said that over
25 vendors signed up this spring. Each table sells something
different, all handmade and unique to each artist. This year
the range of crafts is larger than usual; students will be selling
prints, ceramic pieces, patches, embroidery, soap, and more.
“It’s cool to see what different students do and the different
ways that people in our community explore their creativity.

It gives us a lot of insight to the diversity of interests on our
campus,” said junior Emma Schmidt.
“Most artists usually sell drawings or prints of their work.
Ceramics club sells pottery. There are some other independent
3D artists. There are people selling knitting, jewelry, and this
year there is also someone selling homemade coffee and some
baked goods which is really fun,” Munic said. Munic is selling
handmade screenprints, cards, sketchbooks, jars, and stickers.
Munic values the student market because of the opportunity
it gives students. She highlighted the importance the market
gives because it offers student artists a chance to sell their
work and also gives them a confidence boost when their items
are sold.
Munic has also brought another aspect of community
involvement to the student market. With the ECO club,
Munic has partnered with Hilltop Urban Gardens. Artists
have been asked to donate one item they are selling to a raffle
and the raffle ticket proceeds will be donated to Hilltop Urban
Gardens. Munic said, “I thought that donating to Hilltop
would be a really great way to add a fundraising aspect to
the student market and give back to the community. It’s not
only profitable to the students but also to other important
organizations that ECO club supports.”
In the past, music performances have taken place at the

By Emily Rostek

student market, drawing more attention to the rotunda. This
year, the student market will be held in the Tahoma room
in Thomas Hall. Munic expressed worry over the lack of a
central location but hopes the music performers will bring
more students across campus.
This semester there will be five local Tacoma groups playing
at the student market including Dagne Gorham, Topless Pit,
Nayra Halajian, Angela Cookston, and Anj Cunningham.
The student market will take place on Friday, April 28 from 4
pm-7 pm in the Tahoma Room.
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From Tennessee to Tacoma, Dagne Gorham kills it

Dagne Gorham wears silver sequined high-tops
every day. Despite her bright shoes, the rest of her
daily ensemble overshadows what other wise would
be seen as an eccentric choice. Her pink hair sits on
her shoulders in French braids or in a high ponytail
and she occasionally sports wings of sparkles around
her eyes. Paired with a t-shirt representing a local
music group, Gorham has another important feature:
she is the frontwoman of her very own band.
“I started playing music probably like, officially
in third grade when I started taking piano lessons.
I think I’ve always been doing musical stuff … but
yeah, that ’s when I first took, like, classified lessons,”
Gorham said. From a young age, Gorham’s passion
has been deeply entrenched in music, but as I spoke
with her it became clear that her true love is writing.
She has been composing music since she was in
middle school and her content has since strayed
from writing about teenage angst to more perplexing
themes like love, heartbreak and growth.
Gorham was born in Cambridge, Minnesota and
lived there all her life with two younger siblings.
She started playing music at a young age, but her
first recreational band was in high school with her
younger brother and her friend Jenna. They called
themselves Eye Candy and played covers of bands like
the Arctic Monkeys, the Black Keys and The Who.
Gorham said, “ We wanted to get to that point where
we wanted to write our own music but we didn’t quite
get there. We competed in the high school battle of
the bands but we got screwed over by a stupid metal
cover band, but that was pretty much the end of that.”
Gorham shifted back and forth as we spoke outside
Oppenheimer Café, her silver converse glistening in
the brief moments of Tacoma’s sunlight.
Since Gorham’s stint in battle of the bands, she
has grown immensely. She came to the University of
Puget Sound in the fall of 2013 and was immediately

involved with KUPS 90.1 The
Sound. Gorham quickly made
connections with other Puget
Sound students, most notably
her current bandmate Daniel
Cohn. Cohn graduated in 2016
and now lives in Seattle.
After two semesters at Puget
Sound, Gorham made a change.
In 2014, she spent six months
at
Blackbird
Academy
in
Nashville, Tennessee studying
audio
engineering.
The
Blackbird Academy is run by
John McBride, country singer
Martina McBride’s husband. It
was founded by the couple in
2002 and has recorded many
artists such as Kings of Leon
and The Black Keys. Gorham
said, “[At Blackbird Academy]
it ’s equal parts learning how to
record and then recording. They
let the students come in and
record real bands every other
week, so like a week you’re in the classroom on the
computer using Pro Tools [an audio engineering
software] and then the next week you’re using those
skills in the real studio. It ’s really applying what
you’ve learned.”
Gorham explained the highs and lows of her time
at the Blackbird Academy and she seemed especially
proud of one thing: breaking through audio
engineering as a woman in a male-dominated field.
She said, “[Audio engineering] is an intimidating
field even though it ’s knowledge that anyone can
have. They make it to be this mysterious ‘you can’t
learn technical stuff if you’re a woman’ [but] it ’s
really just the terminology and once you learn that
they ’re just easy concepts that anyone can learn. It ’s
not just like a guy thing. You don’t have to be a guy
to be in the studio.” After studying in Tennessee for
six months, Gorham has grown as a musician and as
a person. She attributes her growth to her immersion
at the Academy, where she spent almost every day in
the studio fiddling with Pro Tools and making sure
each recording was just right.
“I’m not scared of the studio climate anymore after
being there. I was afraid for a while and I wasn’t
confident at all,” Gorham said, “but now it ’s like
I feel confident about being in this ‘boys club’ and
I don’t let it faze me. I’m not psyched out about it
anymore. This is just what [audio engineering] is,
you know? [Blackbird Academy] has helped a lot.”
Gorham came back to the University of Puget
Sound in Spring 2016 and reconnected with her
friend Daniel Cohn she met during her stint at
KUPS. Since meeting Gorham, Cohn founded Youth
Riot Records, a record label based in Tacoma. Cohn
helped Gorham move back into the Tacoma music
scene and together, they formed a band.
“ We got together just this fall. I play rhythm guitar
and sing and Daniel [Cohn] plays bass,” Gorham

By Emily Rostek

said. Accompanying Gorham and Cohn are two
other Puget Sound alumni, Bella Wong and Spencer
Johndrew. Wong plays drums and Johndrew plays
lead guitar.
The band is rightly called Dagne Gorham as most
of the songs played are written by Gorham herself.
She said, “ We primarily started playing just my
music. They learned my songs with me … so that was
super nice. It ’s so nice to have people want to play
your music — especially when it ’s your songs. We’ ll
jam to covers but right now we’re just performing
my music.” Gorham grinned and blushed, excitedly
talking about her music as she tugged on her pink
braids.
Gorham’s writing has improved significantly since
her days in Eye Candy, but it is especially clear on
her EP Everywhere and All at Once (2017). The four
songs on the EP are each named after a place.
“Everywhere and All at Once features four songs
that I wrote in the four different places I lived in the
U.S. from 2013 to now: Tacoma, WA; Nashville, TN;
New York, NY; and Cambridge, MN. Each song tells
a story of an experience I had per place, but yet also
have common threads that intertwine, regardless of
each story ’s separation of location.” Gorham’s music
is mature yet relatable, melodic and honest. In total,
Gorham has released four EPs in the last two years.
“ There are so many artists that inspire my writing.
But I would say that initially Shana Cleaveland and
her band La Luz have really inspired me to focus
on my music because she’s just always doing that
and always finding a way.” Gorham also listed Angel
Olsen, Young Rival, Arctic Monkeys’ earlier work
and classics like The Beatles as primary inspirations
for her writing.
“Hearing the Beatles for the first time was an
amazing experience,” Gorham said. She also admires
King Gizzard for their commitment to creating.
“ They ’re constantly on tour and making a life out of
it and that ’s what I want to do. Because you can make
it if you’re always creating.”
Gorham wants to do just that. She writes consistently
and practices often. Her confidence is both obvious
and contagious on and off stage. This semester, her
band has played gigs at Real Art and Bob’s Java Jive
and they are ever-evolving.
She said, “I want to do this full time and I want
to make a full-length. I hope to stay with [my
current bandmates] and evolve as a band, but who
knows.” Gorham has grown as a frontwoman and is
continuously becoming more comfortable onstage.
“I’ve grown into being more confident and secure
of myself and before I wasn’t really ready and I was
ner vous. But now I’m like ‘no, I’m ready to be in the
front.’ It ’s taken awhile to get here so I’m really happy
to be here.” Gorham’s work is available online and
can be accessed through the links below. A recent
review on her bandcamp website praise, “ The jangly,
melodic, and oceanic layers in Dagne’s songs sound
like she is the musical offspring of Stephen Malkmus
and a mermaid. Favorite track: Homme manque.”
Dagne Gorham will be playing at the student
market on April 28 and at Lumbershoot on May 3.

